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Who is FOSEP?

B A multidisciplinary, non-partisan, non-advocacy organization of graduate
students and postdoctoral fellows that was initiated by graduate students
from the University of Washington in 2004.

B Composed of over 65 members from many departments, representing areas
such as law, philosophy, engineering and the basic sciences.

W Supporters include: the Graduate School; over 12 individual departments;
and external organizations such as the Hope Heart Institute.

B Serves as a forum for discussion within the university-wide academic
community, and as an institution where graduate students and post-doctoral
fellows can hold leadership positions in science policy and ethics.

FOSEP’s Mission

B Foster scientist-citizens who can participate effectively in discussions about
issues in science and society.

M Increase dialogue among experts - particularly scientists - and the public and
policymakers.

B Promote multidisciplinary interaction among scholars in our community about
complex science policy problems.

M Provide leadership opportunities for graduate students and post-doctoral
fellows.

B Act as a clearinghouse of information for individuals interested in science,
ethics, and policy.

Structure of FOSEP

Strategic Planning  Core Committees Project Teams

Science and Religion
Reading Group (1 Chair)

Academic Outreach
(2 Co-Chairs)

Executive
(5 Co-Directors)

Forum Project

News and Views
(2 Co-Chairs)

(1 Chair)

Community Outreach
(2 Co-Chairs)

Community Discussions
Project (1 Chair)

Strategic Planning: Fundraising and budgeting, maintenance of FOSEP®
mission, public relations, sustainability

Academic Committee: Organization of 4-5 seminars on science policy for the

academic community led by national experts

Organization of expert-led discussion groups in an

informal setting for FOSEP members

Community Outreach: Interface with community partners, organization of

events for the general public

Organization of events for a specific project or for

smaller groups on a specific topic; can be temporary

News and Views:

Project Teams:

Jennifer Flexman, Maris Lemba, Thomas Robey

Our Community Outreach
Experience

Public Forums
s Stem Cells: The Science, Policy and Possibilities

ssibilies .
s ymscmnec,PD"”Y-'"dpWD::W“,“\ B Over 750 people attended, representing the Greater
= Seattle Area, and 80% indicated that they would attend
S 200t another similar event
B Timed with political momentum around stem cell policy
u In conjunction with a closed, bipartisan meeting on
GBtem Cell Policy in Washington StateOwith more than
50 policymakers, scientists, business leaders, and
ethicists

Medicines and Your Health: Prescriptions for
Safe and Effective Drugs

B Experts from the pharmaceutical industry, the FDA and
academia offered perspectives

B Over 200 people attended, and 64% indicated that they
would attend another similar event

B Other events in collaboration with Seattle® Science on
Tap and the University of Washington Bioscience
Careers seminar series during the forum week on the
topic of pharmaceuticals

Community Discussion Series B

Drug Talk: Pharmaceuticals and You, From
Affordable Medicines to Super Humans D‘r:g‘ otk
B Organized by FOSEP at the Hope Heart Institute : i
B Small informal setting, encouraging free interaction among

participants and discussion leader

B |nvited discussion leaders included representatives from the
University of Washington faculty, Zymogenetics, Inc., FDA, HIV
Vaccine Trials Unit at Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center

B Participants included students, members of the general public, and
those involved in educational outreach szl
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Hurdles to Reaching the Community

Lessons from the first community discussion series:

The attendance of Drug Talk was very low, although of those who attended,
nearly all participants took part in discussions at Drug Talk and, according to
surveys, had a positive and educational experience.

Possible reasons for low attendance:

= Unfamiliar venue

= Unrecognizable brand (FOSEP)

= Difficult to reach the community with limited budget and time for advertising
= Public perception of the relevance of the topic

= Public knowledge of the topic

New Community Outreach Strategy:
Partnerships

Form partnerships with existing community organizations to
lower the barriers for public participation and leverage their
publicity capabilities and brand recognition.

Pacific Science Center (PSC) Science on Tap (a Seattle-
- Contributed to a PSC grant aimed at based science café)
bringing current science research to the Science on Tap
public - Involved in starting a new series of monthly
popular science discussions

Life Sciences Education Fred Hutchinson Cancer

Advancement Partnership  peocearch Center (FHCRC)
PR - - Participation in Summits WU\)H:HTQ{\IN([SRW
- Event co-planning, joint meetings,

Northwest Association for bioethics committee representation

Biomedical Research iNWABR)

- Collaborated to extend the discussion of stem
cell policy to our local schools: co-organized a
teachers' workshop held in conjunction with our
public forums

Local Institutions

- Guest lectures for courses
Seattle Pacific University :

Metrics of Success

Sample of Written Survey Results

Metrics for Community Events from the Pharmaceuticals Forum

B Attendance o B Your g o s Rk
W Frequency of audience participation

B Written survey of audience at event

W Web- or email-based survey of audience after event

W Speaker feedback (oral or formal)

Outcomes from Planning Events

| Increased dialogue about scientific topics
B Community outreach training for future scientists
B Graduate student leadership opportunities




